Ameloblastoma in Malaysia--a 25-year review.
Four hundred and one cases of ameloblastoma of the jaw diagnosed in the Division of Stomatology, Institute for Medical Research, Kuala Lumpur, between 1967 and 1991 have been analysed. There were 214 males and 187 females. Of these, 50.1% were Malays, 34.7% Chinese, 8.2% Indians and 7.0% other races. Seventy-two percent of patients were in the second, third and fourth decades of life (mean age: 30.8 years). Ninety-three percent of tumours occurred in the mandible and 6.5% in the maxilla. There were 337 cases of conventional ameloblastoma, 49 cases of the unicystic variant and four cases of peripheral ameloblastoma. The predominant histologic patterns were plexiform (34.2%), follicular (16.5%) and mixture of both (17.7%). Majority of the cases were conservatively treated by enucleation. Fifty-nine cases presented with recurrences. Present findings were generally compatible with regional serial studies reported from Thailand, Singapore and Japan.